BSc in Reproductive & Developmental Sciences & 

BSc in Surgery and Anaesthesia Project Outline 2012-2013
Project Title: Development of a new Consent Assessment Tool (CAT)
Academic Supervisor: Mr Omar Faiz
Co-supervisor: Ms Sonal Arora
Who will be responsible for day-to-day supervision? Mr Mark Bagnall
Which of the following sites will the student be based for the research:

(Double click the appropriate check box below)

St Mary’s  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Charing Cross  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Chelsea & Westminster  FORMCHECKBOX 
  South Kensington  FORMCHECKBOX 
  

Hammersmith  FORMCHECKBOX 
   other (give details)  

Contact Details of Person whom Medical Student should contact for further details:  

Name:




Email:



Tel:

Mark Bagnall



nbagnall@imperial.ac.uk
07881448854
Is this a clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 
 or laboratory  FORMCHECKBOX 
 project?
(Double click the appropriate check box to indicate your choices)

Suitable project for:
Reproductive and Development 
Sciences 
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Surgery and Anaesthesia



Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

Synopsis of project:
Background
All patients undergoing surgery must have the risks, benefits and alternatives explained to them by a trained doctor. The information must be clear and given at a level appropriate for the patient to choose whether to accept the risks and proceed with surgery or to follow a different treatment option. The patient must exercise their choice freely, without being subjected to coercion or undue influence. This process is known as informed consent. 
As a doctor you will be expected to take consent. Medical school does not teach you how to take consent. In fact, there is no formal standardised training or assessment process to judge a doctor’s ability to take informed consent. The NHS pays out millions of pounds in legal cases due to alleged negligence, often because of problems arising from consent. 
We therefore propose to develop a robust tool to measure the skills required to take consent. This tool would have wide applications for use in consent assessment across a wide range of specialties including medicine, surgery, gynaecology, and interventional radiology. 

Project Aims

The aim of this project is to develop a tool to assess the skills required to obtain informed consent.
Methods

Phase 1: Literature review
The BSc student will undertake a literature review to determine the key technical and non-technical skills required in order to take consent, in order to develop a consent assessment tool.
Phase 2: Interview Study with Experts in Consent (15-20 interviews)

The BSc student will conduct 15-20 semi-structured interviews of experts in consent. This will complement the literature review to determine user opinion on what are the key skills for consent.

Participants will be selected by purposeful sampling, i.e. careful selection according to a specific pre-set criterion. An interview questionnaire guide will be developed and piloted in order to ensure validity of data collection. The student will conduct the interviews and use the responses given by the experts to help to determine the skills required in the consent process. 

Phase 3: Tool development.

Based on results of review and interviews, an expert focus group will be convened which will use the information to develop the tool.
What will a BSc student gain from taking on this project:

We are looking for a keen and hard-working medical student to undertake this project, and in return you can expect to gain: 

· Co-authorship in peer-reviewed journals arising from this work
· Development of research skills in:

1. Study Design

2. Literature searching and how to critically appraise a paper

3. Data Collection using validated tools (necessary for publication)

4. Data entry and analysis using statistical packages (SPSS)

5. Networking and collaboration skills

Are you Interested? 

If so, please contact Mark Bagnall (07881448854) nbagnall@imperial.ac.uk.
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